CHAPTER IX

THE PROPITIOUS DISSENSION BETWEEN
TWO WHOSE GENERAL ATTRIBUTES
HAVE ALREADY BEEN SUFFICIENTLY
DESCRIBED

WHEN Kai Lung had related the story
of Chang Tuo and had made an end
of speaking, those who were seated
there agreed with an undivided voice that he
had competently fulfilled his task. Nor did Shan
Tien omit an approving word, adding:

"On one point the historical balance of a certain
detail seemed open to contention. Accompany me,
therefore, to my own severe retreat, where this
necessarily flat and unentertaining topic can be
looked at from all round,"

When they were alone together the Mandarin
unsealed a jar of wine, apportioned melon seeds,
and indicated to Kai Lung that he should sit
upon the-floor at a suitable distance from him-
self.

" So long as we do not lose sight of the necessity
whereby my official position will presently involve
me in condemning you to a painful death, and your
loyal subjection will necessitate your whole-hearted
co-operation in the act, there is no reason why the
flower of literary excellence should wither for lack
of mutual husbandry," remarked the broad-minded
official tolerantly,

"Your enlightened patronage is a continual
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